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MEMBERS AWAY            From                   To 

Craig Ritchie   20th February  11th April  

Susan Girke   10th March  18th May  

Brian Higgins   4th April  30th April  

Chris Gascoine  10th April  15th May  

Bob Cooper 11th April   19th April 

John Caddy 13th April  22nd April  

Acting Editor: John Rockliff <rcburnside@gmail.com> (M:0403 886 230) 

Letters, News, Photos, articles, brochures, flyers, etc  are welcomed.      

PRESIDENTS REPORT: 
 

 
Greetings fellow Rotarians and friends, 
 
Last Wednesday, we were delighted to welcome Julie and Jo, guests of Margie Maloney, 
along with Steph Rockliff, Dr. Heather Cain, Judy Viner of Beaumont House, and Kevin 
Williams. Together, we listened to retired Police Officer Bob Elliot, who delivered a 
captivating talk on Adelaide’s local history in murder cases. 
 

While I was familiar with some aspects of certain cases, others were entirely new to me. It’s always 
fascinating - and important - to continue learning about our local history. Bob’s presentation was 
engaging, thought-provoking, and thoroughly enjoyed by all. Thank you, Bob! 
 
I wholeheartedly agree with Bob that preserving the memory of past tragedies is essential. Yet, in today’s 
world, this is becoming increasingly difficult. The sheer speed at which information travels, and the ever-
changing ways in which we consume it, have transformed our daily lives. This shift reminds me of the 
Gutenberg Revolution, when the printing press gave unprecedented access to knowledge, forever altering 
society. While it empowered many, it also changed how people interacted with information - sometimes 
for the better, sometimes not. 
 
Now, we face a different challenge: information is so abundant that distinguishing truth from manipulation requires constant vigilance. 
Misinformation, designed to deceive, spreads easily, and many still rely on trust rather than scrutiny. While younger generations may be 
more accustomed to navigating this landscape, I believe that genuine authenticity - not just the illusion of it - must be a priority for 
aspiring professionals, institutions, and policymakers alike. 

 
Safeguarding the truth is not just about maintaining an 
informed society; it is about preserving our history, our 
identity, and our collective memory. If we lose our 
connection to the past, we risk losing ourselves along with 
it. 
 
This is why historians, local history enthusiasts like Bob 
Elliott, and past speakers such as Lt. Ron Read and Ms. 
Helen Bills play a crucial role. They help ensure that we 
remember, learn, and prepare for the future - rather than 
repeat the mistakes of the past. 
 

Please be sure to check out the calendar, and I look forward to catching up with you all at our next club meeting at ‘The Kensi’ on 
Wednesday, 9/04/2025, at 6:00 pm for 6:30 pm to listen to Dr Rob Morrison, who will be talking on the topic “Growing Old 
Disgracefully”, chaired by Margie Maloney 
 
 
Dr Andrew Bradley PhD MIEAust CPEng NER APEC Engineer IntPE(Aus)  

President  

SEC updates from Richard Bowyer 

Brian Higgins introduces speaker Bob Elliot Bob Elliot receives “speakers’s mug” from  BH 



 

Habitat Boxes for Scouts at Woodhouse 
 

John Caddy has scheduled one last bird nesting box ‘cut and flatpack’ session at his place this coming Sunday 
April  6 between 10.00am and 3.00pm.  
Saturday 29th saw JC, DM and JR putting in a big day, 23 bloke-hours, resulting in 14 rosella and small parrot 
boxes completed. To date members (JR, JC, DM, IM, AB) have cut and flat-packed 39 habitat boxes.   
See if you can free up some time to come along and help: we’d love to see you at a session. John Caddy’s 
address is on the Membership Directory, or just give him a call - Ph 0417 804 901. 

 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Linden Parks’s “Neighbour Day” BBQ on Sunday 30th March 
 

A lovely sunny and pleasant day saw DesM, JohnR, Ken Cross and Ian Metcalfe 
staffing the BBQ trailer for what has become an annual fixture for us, the 
Linden Park Neighbourhood Watch annual community BBQ .  A fairly easy gig 
for us, but well appreciated by Neighbourhood Watch. Over the course of the 
event around 40-50 patrons from around the neighbourhood were served, and 
our local State and Federal members came to support the event, as did Mayor 
Anne Monceaux. We took the opportunity to hang out the “Giant Hay Bale” 
drought appeal shingles and accumulated $105.60 in donations, within a gnat’s 
whisker of another full bale! And community events such as these are a great 
opportunity to put ourselves in the frame to attract prospective new members 
(just ask Margie :) - a number of people were engaged by members and friends 
about coming along to a meeting and giving Rotary a try. 
 

Des engaging some locals in banter (photo courtesy Mayor Anne Monceaux) 

 

CoB “Monday Mingle” BBQ on Monday 31st March 
 

On Monday we attended, at the invitation of the City of Burnside, to provide high quality sustenance to their 
Monday Mingle Community get together Event. We attended this same event last year, so this was a follow up 
but even though the weather was good, the numbers were not what everyone had hoped for.  
The City of Burnside provided a diversified number of entertainment events but didn ’t draw the crowds. We 
had sales of $382.65 which wasn’t bad, but as importantly, we received regular donations (with a bit of 
prompting) towards our Drought Relief initiative and collected $105.60, almost enough for another Hay Roll! 
This is on addition to the $111 we collected at the Neighbourhood Watch BBQ, so nearly enough for 2 Rolls.  
A good day’s fun and a great effort from the team of John Caddy, Brian Wall, Ian Metcalf and Des Munro.  
Our attendance was much appreciated by the staff at CoBurnside and further enhances our relationship, a great 
partnership. 
And watch this space regarding future news re donations to Drought Relief.  
Thank you all,  RCB       

 
Rotary District 9510 President Elect Learning Day/District Assembly 

 

District 9510 PELD/DA was held over the weekend 29th/30th March, and RC Burnside was represented at the 

DA by President Andrew and John Caddy (with apologies from Margie, who was still recovering from a grandie -

induced lurgy, Bob Cooper who had fences to mend and others staffing Neighbourhood Watch BBQ).  



 

Leadership in Conservation and Volunteersof the Parks Awards Presentation 
 

Bob Cooper has been very busy organizing this year’s event, including collating and organizing judging of the 6 

outstanding entries we received in each category, and inviting finalists and distinguished guests. The big 

presentation night is on Wednesday April 30th at the Kensi, 6pm. As the event draws a large attendance, to 

assist in catering and avoid payment queues on the night, please book in advance via the online booking and 

payment facility Bob has organized: see flyer below  or use the following URL:   

https://reg.planetreg.au/ParksAwards25 

  

 

https://reg.planetreg.au/ParksAwards25


 

Shelterbox Speaker at RC Norwood Dinner meeting 16th April 
 
As mentioned by AndrewB at our last dinner meeting, on the evening on the 16th  of April Peter Jarvis will be 
making a dedicated trip from Berri to talk to Rotary Club of Norwood about the Shelterbox project. 100 million 
people world-wide have been supported by Shelterbox in times of natural crises and and disasters. At this time 
they are very engaged in supporting Myanmar following the recent devastating earthquake.  
 
Peter is an inspiring speaker, whom some may have heard at RC St Peters and Hyde Park meetings. He hasn’t 
spoken at one of our Club meetings, so RC Burnside Club members are invited to attend RC Norwood’s dinner 
meeting on the 16th April, at the Kensi, 6 for 6:30pm. (RC Norwood are a relatively small Club, so extra 
attendees would be  good to make Peter’s journey worthwhile). 
 
April 16th is our Vocational Visit to Parliament House, followed by lunch at the Strathmore Hotel, so there 
would be no clash for those wishing to attend.  
 
If you are intending to attend this meeting, please RSVP to RC Norwood President Rob Rushton-Smith 
<rushtonsmith@bigpond.com> 
 
 

Lightning never strikes twice….? 

….or does it?  Apparently this is not a belated April Fools’ joke, or a misguided attempt to infiltrate the comedy 
page: no, highly credible and reliable witnesses have attested to the fact that David Johnston did in fact sink  

YET ANOTHER hole-in-one during a recent round.  
For this outstanding piece of sporting skill, DJ has been declared  

RC BURNSIDE Golfer of the Month* 

* We were going to nominate DJ for the Mr April centrefold but we figured the fold 
might be one wrinkle too many …. 



  
 

 

If  you are unavailable for an event or need to change your roster duties, remember that 

it is your responsibility to organize a swap or find a replacement by approaching other club members 

 

  

  

  

Dr Rob Morrison Flinders University 
Topic: ‘Growing old Disgracefully’ 

Chair: Margie Maloney 

 

 
Guest speaker: Ian McDonald 

Topic: ‘A 4-year old boy dreamed of flying’ 
Chair: Ken Cross  

 



OLD DOGGEREL, NEW TECH? 
 

Over the weekend I was introduced to ChatGPT and just messing 
around, I asked it to generate a poem from me to Sonya about 
her feelings towards my seemingly never-ending Habitat box 
construction. 
 

“To My Lovely Wife, Who Hates My Bird Boxes” 
 

Oh, my dear, my heart’s delight, 
You sigh when I build through day and night. 
With sawdust swirling, tools in hand, 
You roll your eyes - "Not this again!" 
 

You dream of gardens neat and bright, 
Not scattered planks in morning light. 
Yet here I stand, with wood and nails, 
Crafting homes with hopeful tales. 
 

The birds don’t pay, they never do, 
Yet still, I build - much to your rue. 
Their songs, I swear, are thanks enough, 
Though your patience’s worn and tough. 
 

So let me build just one more nest, 
For feathered friends to safely rest. 
And when it’s done, I’ll make you see - 
My greatest joy still lies with thee.  

                                   John Caddy                        

   "Laugh when you can,  apologize when you should,  and let go of what you can't change .... Life's too short 
to be anything... but happy."   ---  author unknown.    

An Englishman and a Dutchman are sitting in a pub. The Dutchman 
says to the Englishman, “Every time I see you in here you walk out with 
a different girl. What’s your secret?” 
The Englishman replies, “It’s really easy. As soon as I walk into the pub, 
I casually toss my Rolls Royce keys onto the bar, and the gals 
practically throw themselves at me.” 
The Dutchman says “Wow, you’ve got a Rolls Royce?” 
The Englishman replies, “No, I’m just as poor as you. I bought this Rolls 
Royce key fob on Amazon for £10, and the ladies are none the wiser.” 
So the Dutchman goes on Amazon and buys the exact same key fob. He 
then goes to various pubs across London, with no luck whatsoever. A 
few weeks later, he runs into the Englishman again. He tells the 
Englishman “Your key fob trick is bogus, I went to at least 20 pubs, no 
lady looked at me twice, please take this bad luck charm off my 
hands.” 
The Englishman tells him, “Maybe it would work better if you took off 
your bicycle helmet first.” 



Object of Rotary : 
 The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of 
service as a basis of worthy enterprise and in particular to 
encourage and foster:  
First : The development of acquaintance as an opportunity 
for service 
Second : High ethical standards in business and 
professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 
occupations and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation 
as an opportunity to serve society 
Third :The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, & community life . 
Fourth : The advancement of international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business & 
professional persons united in the ideal of service. 

The Invocation :  
For good food, good fellowship  
and the opportunity to serve the 

community through Rotary … 
we give thanks. 

The Four Way Test -  
(of the things we think, say or do) 

 

Is it the TRUTH? 
 

Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
 

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

Local Meetings for Makeups 
Mondays                                      
6:30pm. Campbelltown RC  - San Giorgio La Molinara Centre Inc,11 Henry Street, Payneham  (Garth 0499 164 552) 

Tuesdays               
7:00am. Magill Sunrise RC  - Hectorville Sporting Club - Fisher St              (Lindsay 0415 453 101)              
6:15pm. St. Peters RC   - Kensington Hotel - 23 Regent St, Kensington.                          (Pam 0407 184 680) 
6:15pm. Kent Town RC  - The Lord Melbourne Hotel, Melbourne St .                    (Ellen 0414 964 523) 
6:30pm. Unley RC   - Damien on Fisher Restaurant,123 Fisher St, Fullarton.                  (Sheila 8390 1028) 

Wednesdays 
   7:15am. Eastwood RC   - Royal Coach Inn 24 Dequetteville Terrace, Kent Town.      (Mark 0400 560 251) 

6:30pm  Burnside RC  - Kensington Hotel, 23 Regent Street, Kensington.                           (John 0417 804 901) 
6:15pm. Hyde Park RC  - Hyde Park Tavern - Park St/King Wm. Rd., Hyde Park         (Ian 0409 699 043) 
6:30pm. Mitcham RC   - Edinburgh Hotel - High St., Mitcham.              (Andrew 0418 788 401) 
6:30pm. Norwood RC   - (Odd weeks) Kensington Hotel - 23 Regent St, Kensington.      (Euan 0401 124 387) 
6:30pm. Morialta RC   - Tower Hotel  Magill Road, Magill                          (Peter 0419 804 775)) 

Thursdays & Fridays  -  No Meetings  - For more SA Clubs: <www.sarotary.org.au>  

ROTARY CLUB OF BURNSIDE   
Rotary Emergency Medical Information Booklets 

 
  
 

Fresh stocks of Emergency Medical Information Books (EMIB) are now available 
Contact : Dr. Marshal Hanna  (0419 817 971) 

 RAWCS CENTRAL REGION Rotary Districts 9510 

<http://www.rawcs.com.au/documents/newsletters/Central%20RegionAug%202013.pdf>     

To unsubscribe from this Newsletter, send ‘Unsubscribe’ to the editor <d.dewar951@gmail.com> 

WELCOME TO THE ROTARY CLUB OF BURNSIDE 

Can We Help You With a Project or Idea to help others? 

   Our Rotary Club of BURNSIDE is located in the eastern foothills of Adelaide, South Australia. 

 Pictured is the River Torrens looking towards the Festival Centre & City of Adelaide.  


