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PRESIDENTS REPORT: 
 

Greetings fellow Rotarians and friends, 
 
This coming Sunday is our 50-year celebration and Changeover Luncheon, with 86 Rotarians, friends, and 
distinguished guests attending this historic event!  Nicky and I are very excited and looking forward to what 
will surely be a memorable occasion.  I’m deeply honoured to have been re-elected as President, and I thank 
the club for their confidence in me.  This year so far has brought personal growth, but more importantly, 
we’ve seen growth in our club — welcoming new members, strengthening our public image, and building 

enthusiasm among our ranks. 
 
The Science and Engineering Challenge (SEC) is one such initiative where that enthusiasm is not only expanding our 
membership but also deepening our impact in the community.  The initiative was first championed by Director David 
Dewar, whose sudden stroke came as a shock to us all — none more so than to David himself.  In his absence, Gerald 
Barker and Richard Bowyer stepped forward with dedication to continue advancing the SEC program.  I am extremely 
proud of Gerald, Richard, and David for their efforts in successfully planning the upcoming SEC events on 16–17 June and 
26–27 June. 
 
The SEC is a nationwide program run in partnership with Rotary Clubs, universities, 
and communities.  It involves a day-long competition for Year 9 and 10 students, 
focusing on hands-on STEM activities.  The SEC offers students a fun and engaging 
way to explore science and engineering concepts often absent from standard school 
curricula — a spark of inspiration for future engineers, programmers, scientists, 
and innovators.  Gerald Barker, chair for our newly established SEC Liaison 
Committee, has prepared a brief on the SEC on page 2.  Please check it out to learn 
more on our latest project. 
 
This past weekend, I caught up with Past President Garry Humphries, who is 
currently recovering in hospital.  Garry was in good spirits and making progress in 
his recovery, though not without its challenges.  His wife, Lynette, brought her 
radiant sense of humour — uplifting not just Garry’s spirits but also, perhaps, 
speeding his recovery.  If you’d like to reach out or visit Garry, feel free to contact 
me directly. 
 
Please be sure to check out the calendar, and I look forward to catching up with you all at our next club meeting at ‘The 
Kensi’ on Wednesday, 11/06/2025, at 6:00 pm for 6:30 pm to hear from Jess Hattam from Australian Lions Hearing Dogs, 
chaired by Margie Maloney. 
 
Dr Andrew Bradley  PhD MIEAust CPEng NER APEC Engineer IntPE(Aus)  

President  



Science and Engineering Challenge in Adelaide for 2025 

This activity for year 9 and 10 students is a competition that involves 8 different technologies and 
engages the students in carrying out tasks that involved scientific or Engineering experiments.  It is run 
by the University of Newcastle in conjunction with local organizers and volunteers.  The Challenge 
events are being held in every State and Territory at over 90 sites on over 140 days.  It has been 
running since 2000, so is in its 25

th
 year.  More than 480,000 students have been involved in the 

Challenge since the program began. 

In 2024, the Science and Engineering Challenge 
national program involved more than 24,900 students 
from over 870 schools across Australia.  More than 
half were in rural or remote regions of the country; 
49% were female, 5% were from non-English speaking 
backgrounds, and 5% identified as Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander. 

It is an outreach program to encourage the student 
participants to continue studying science, engineering, 
technology and maths subjects through years 11 & 12, 
thus enabling them to consider undertaking later 
tertiary level courses in science and engineering that 
should lead them to a exciting future careers.  Careful 
research has identified that this has been successful in 
meeting this objective.  Here in South Australia there 
are definitely growing opportunities in this area. 

This year, as part of a strong focus on Youth 
development and support over many years, the 
Rotary Club of Burnside has taken on providing 
management of the local Adelaide events which 
will be hosted by both the University of South 
Australia on June 16 and 17

th
 and by Flinders 

University on June 26 and 27
th
.  Thirty three 

schools have registered.  Each day there will be 
assistance provided from over 20 volunteers with 
science or engineering qualifications. 
 



 

Farming communities across South Australia’s Mid North are 
receiving vital support through a drought relief initiative led by 
Rotary Australia World Community Service (RAWCS), in 
partnership with the Farmers Relief Agency Ltd.  As part of a 
broader effort to assist those affected, the MGA Whittles 
Community Foundation has donated $50,000 to help fund the 
ongoing response in one of the hardest-hit regions of the state. 

The donation was presented by MGA Whittles Group Executive 
Chairman, John George OAM, and MGA Insurance Group 
Managing Director, Paul George, alongside Susan Brennan, 
Whittles Body Corporate Manager.  Accepting the donation on 
behalf of RAWCS were Wendy Gaborit OAM, Robert Cooper, and 
Bill Marles — key figures helping to drive the Rotary-backed 
initiative on the ground. 

 
This contribution is part of the MGA Whittles Group’s broader 
commitment to backing Australian communities beyond the 
everyday, particularly in times of hardship. 

The Mid North of South Australia has been among the regions 
hardest hit by prolonged drought, with severely reduced grain 
yields leading to a critical shortage of livestock feed.  The impact 
extends well beyond agriculture, affecting mental health and 
livelihoods across entire communities. 

“This drought is not just affecting crops and livestock — it’s taking 
a toll on mental health and entire livelihoods,” said John George.  
“We believe in standing by the communities we serve, not just 
through insurance, but through committed support when it’s needed 
most.” 

The RAWCS Drought Relief for South Australia Farmers & 
Livestock Fund was established in late February 
and has already provided a significant number of 
hay bales /livestock feed to farmers in the Mid 
North and West Coast of SA. The funds will be 
used to purchase bales of hay from interstate 
growers, which will be transported into affected 
regions.  The South Australian Government, 
through the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regions (PIRSA), have already committed to 
covering the freight costs. 

The Board of Rotary Down Under have donated 
$10,000 to the Rotary SA Drought relief project.  
They give back to Rotary Projects from their 
investment returns to support worthwhile Rotary 
Club projects.  

Beyond immediate relief, the initiative also aims to 
deliver ongoing support to ensure that farming 
families remain resilient and productive in the face 
of adversity. 

Continued support for SA farmers and their 
livestock is desperately needed.  Click on this link 
to donate directly to the South Australian Drought 
Fund  https://donations.rawcs.com.au/42-2024-25 

Rotary Australia Drought Relief Project 

https://donations.rawcs.com.au/42-2024-25


 



Should you need to change your roster duties, please remember that it is 
your responsibility to organize a swap or find a replacement 



So, two brothers, Stevie and Arthur, are well-known 
hard men and criminal gang leaders. 
One of the brothers, Stevie, dies and the other brother, 
Arthur, pays a visit to the local Chapel to arrange the 
service for his brother's funeral. 
He gets with the parish priest, Father Cassidy, and says, 
"Here's the deal father, YOU have to conduct the 
service and, when you talk about my brother, you have 
to say 'HE WAS A SAINT' and you have to use those 
exact words!" 
He continues, " In return, I will donate £500,000 to 
your chapel funds." 
"But, remember, you have you use those exact words!" 
Father Cassidy agrees and on the day of the funeral, he 
gets up and addresses the congregation... 
"Steven was a well-known thief, a liar and a crook.  
There wasn’t one good thing about him!”  
Then he stares at Arthur in the congregation and 
continues, “However, compared to his brother, HE 
WAS A SAINT!” 
I'll get my coat.... 



Object of Rotary : 
 The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of 
service as a basis of worthy enterprise and in particular to 
encourage and foster:  
First : The development of acquaintance as an opportunity 
for service 
Second : High ethical standards in business and 
professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 
occupations and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation 
as an opportunity to serve society 
Third :The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, & community life . 
Fourth : The advancement of international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business & 
professional persons united in the ideal of service. 

The Invocation :  
For good food, good fellowship  
and the opportunity to serve the 

community through Rotary … 
we give thanks. 

The Four Way Test -  
(of the things we think, say or do) 

 

Is it the TRUTH? 
 

Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
 

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

Local Meetings for Makeups 
Mondays                                      
6:30pm. Campbelltown RC  - San Giorgio La Molinara Centre Inc,11 Henry Street, Payneham  (Garth 0499 164 552) 

Tuesdays               
7:00am. Magill Sunrise RC  - Hectorville Sporting Club - Fisher St              (Lindsay 0415 453 101)              
6:15pm. St. Peters RC   - Kensington Hotel - 23 Regent St, Kensington.                          (Pam 0407 184 680) 
6:15pm. Kent Town RC  - The Lord Melbourne Hotel, Melbourne St .                    (Ellen 0414 964 523) 
6:30pm. Unley RC   - Damien on Fisher Restaurant,123 Fisher St, Fullarton.                  (Sheila 8390 1028) 

Wednesdays 
   7:15am. Eastwood RC   - Royal Coach Inn 24 Dequetteville Terrace, Kent Town.      (Mark 0400 560 251) 

6:30pm  Burnside RC  - Kensington Hotel, 23 Regent Street, Kensington.                           (John 0417 804 901) 
6:15pm. Hyde Park RC  - Hyde Park Tavern - Park St/King Wm. Rd., Hyde Park         (Ian 0409 699 043) 
6:30pm. Mitcham RC   - Edinburgh Hotel - High St., Mitcham.              (Andrew 0418 788 401) 
6:30pm. Norwood RC   - (Odd weeks) Kensington Hotel - 23 Regent St, Kensington.      (Euan 0401 124 387) 
6:30pm. Morialta RC   - Tower Hotel  Magill Road, Magill                          (Peter 0419 804 775)) 

Thursdays & Fridays  -  No Meetings  - For more SA Clubs: <www.sarotary.org.au>  

ROTARY CLUB OF BURNSIDE   
Rotary Emergency Medical Information Booklets 

 
  
 

Fresh stocks of Emergency Medical Information Books (EMIB) are now available 
Contact : Dr. Marshal Hanna  (0419 817 971) 

 RAWCS CENTRAL REGION Rotary Districts 9510 
<https://rawcs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/RAWCS-Rover-Feb-25.pdf> 

To unsubscribe from this Newsletter, send ‘Unsubscribe’ to the editor <rcburnside@gmail.com> 

WELCOME TO THE ROTARY CLUB OF BURNSIDE 

Can We Help You With a Project or Idea to help others? 

   Our Rotary Club of BURNSIDE is located in the eastern foothills of Adelaide, South Australia. 
 Pictured is the River Torrens looking towards the Festival Centre & City of Adelaide.  
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