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25th August 2025 

Greetings fellow Rotarians and friends, 

As some of you may recall, we recently welcomed Mr Rob Thomas as a guest to our meetings.  We 

enjoyed his company, warmth, and engagement with speakers.  Rob had informed me he was keen to 

attend more meetings with a view to joining our club.  It is, however, with a heavy heart, that I share 

the sad news of Rob’s recent passing in an accident.  Rob was my neighbour and friend.  On behalf of 

the Club, I extend our sincerest condolences to his daughter, Abi, his family, and friends. 

When Nicky and I moved into our home in Crafers, we were greeted by this pleasant fellow — shorts in winter, a walking 

cane in one hand and a clipboard in the other.  My first thought was, “The Adelaide Hills Council rangers are quick!” 

Little did I know it was the beginning of a valued and meaningful friendship. 

Rob was very much a community man.  When anyone moved into the Crafers area, there was Rob — clipboard in hand — 

welcoming them to the neighbourhood.  He was always friendly, always respectful, and always ready to help.  He hosted 

and organised Crafers community gatherings, CFS awareness sessions, and seasonal events for Christmas and the winter 

solstice.  He managed a vibrant community Facebook page, and he was involved in numerous local groups, always 

seeking to build fellowship and make a difference.  He was introduced to our club from his involvement in ROMAC.  He 

would have made a fine Rotarian. 

His efforts were deeply valued.  Upon the news of his untimely passing, tributes flooded the Crafers 

Community page.  A couple I share here: 

“I am deeply sorry to hear of your loss.  He really brought our little community together and 

will be sadly missed.  He is a huge loss to us all.  My family’s deepest condolences to you all.” 

“Such a tragic loss, Rob was such a kind and friendly neighbour who gave so much to his 

community, he will be missed terribly.  Sending love and condolences to Abi and family.” 

Rob will be sorely missed, not just because he was a good man, but because he made a deliberate 

effort to step up, lead, and build fellowship.  He wanted to make a lasting impact — and he did.  

Thank you, Rob, for welcoming Nicky and me to the neighbourhood.   Thank you for the catchups, and 

for the fish that still swim in the pond out the front of our   house.  Your friendship was a gift. 

As we remember Rob’s contribution to community, let us also look ahead to our own fellowship opportunities.  Please be 

sure to check out the calendar, and I look forward to catching up with you all at our next club meeting at ‘The Kensi’ on 

Wednesday, 27/08/2025, at 6:00 pm for 6:30 pm to hear from Mr Jon Inge, St Peter’s College – Head of Economics 

(Retired), on “Work to Live, Live to Live”, chaired by myself.  

Dr. Andrew Bradley MIEAust 
CPEng NER APEC Engineer IntPE(Aus)
President 
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Vocational Visit to Metropolitan Fire Services 

On Wednesday, 20th August 2025, we had the 

opportunity to tour the MFS Wakefield Street 

Fire Station, with Kim and Braden as our very 

informative tour guides. 

It was interesting to see the different Fire 

trucks designed for the different roles required 

for the wide variety of situations that have to 
be faced.  We had a chance to see inside the 

trucks and how they all worked, and the 

amazing amount of equipment each truck 

carries.  Experiencing the weight of some of 

these items of equipment, not to mention the 
firefighting protective clothing, gave us a good 

idea of how fit our firefighters must be to carry 

out the work that they do. 

The Wakefield Street complex itself is very large with 
training and management facilities and sleeping 

quarters.  The ‘pole’ that the Firemen use to get quickly 

from their second floor quarters to their trucks when 

alarms are given was interesting to see (but no one 
amongst us was game enough to give it a try). 

Both Heather and Brian had the privilege of climbing 

into the driver’s seat of a Fire truck to see firsthand 
how it feels to be so high up.  All in all, it was a very 

interesting tour and many thanks to both Murray and 

Brian for organising it for us. 

We then proceeded to the Arab Steed Hotel on Hutt 
street for a most delicious lunch.  It is always a great 

opportunity to chat with other members.  A most 

memorable day indeed. 

Margie Maloney 



Community Wellness Hub, Thursday 21st August 2025 

It was a great day with over 20 people, all regulars except for two.  A big welcome to 

Geoff and Jill and hopefully they will return. 

The Guest Speaker was Elizabeth Olsson who spoke about Adelaide during the 2nd World 

War and Victory day. 

Elizabeth had wonderful photos showing Adelaide 
during this time.  There were pictures of air raid 

shelters, search light, trenches to name a few.  School 

children were taught a drill should there be an attack.  

They all went to the shelters until all clear.  It was 
quite fascinating.  Ration books were introduced, and a 

Home Guard was also established. 

After Victory in the Pacific and the war came to an end 
there was great celebrations in the city centre. Shops 

closed and people did not go to work.  It was a time of 

great relief. 

Elizabeth really captured the feeling of time, and we 
were all amazed at what happen after the war. 

For many of us we had no idea what went on, so we appreciated Elizabeth’s presentation. 

One of the guests, who is 95 years old, remembered the time very well as she was 15 
years old at the time.  One thing she mentioned was not feeling scared as all the adults 

made the children feel very safe. 

It really was a great insight into life during the war and Victory Day.  Elizabeth then had 
to rush off to catch a flight to Europe.  We were all very grateful for giving up her time to 

present on short notice.  We look forward to her return in 2026 for more presentations. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who make this event so successful: Susan, Trish, Heather, 
Ken, and John C. 

Thank you to the City of Burnside. 

Margie Maloney 



BBQ UoA and UniSA St Vinnies Sleep Out 

 

Last week the team of Brian W; Heather C; Ana K; and Brian H from the club, under the 

captaincy of John Caddy, provided sausage sizzle sustenance to the brave students who 

were preparing to sleep out for the night in the open area of the University of Adelaide 

Plaza.  Di Wilkins, assisted by Alfredo Cabada and Brenton Whittenbury from the Rotary 
Club of Adelaide, provided soup to further fortify. 

The volunteer students had to raise sponsorship to take part.  On reaching $30 they were 

provided with a mat to sleep on, reaching $50 they got a blanket, and reaching $100 they 
received a Beanie Hat.  If they raised $300, they entered a draw to receive a camping 

swag.  The organiser said that all the students had raised significant amounts, many over 

$1000.  The proceeds will go to St Vincent De Paul, the homeless charity. 

The sausage sizzle we provided was well received, as was the hot soup, and provided a 
good example of what Rotary does.  The University expressed its thanks and said that any 

uncooked sausages should be used by us at another fund-raising event.  We did not charge 

the Uni for them. 

John Caddy 

Fullarton Market, Saturday 23rd August 

Well, the foggy morning might have presaged a slow start to the day, but, as the sun 
came out, so did the patrons.  By stumps, we had sold out of hamburger makings, hot dog 

makings, and pushed out almost 130 snags.  If my accounting holds up under Treasury 

scrutiny, it looks like total takings for the day was $921 — not too shabby at all!!! 

I believe the reduced staffing was adequate on the day, although we didn't have any 
really peaky demand periods.  It should probably work going forward — and at worst, I 

guess it means customers have to wait longer and potentially may lose interest.  We'll 

just have to suck it and see. 

Thanks again everyone for a successful day. 



 



Movie Fundraiser 

Adelaide Pioneer, Unley and Adelaide City Evening VIEW Clubs hope you will support their 

Movie Fundraiser, as per the flyer below. This is a new Downton Abbey movie being 

released shortly in Adelaide, and is possibly the last DA movie judging by “The Grand 

Finale” part of its title. 

As in 2024, our clubs are combining to present this movie as a fundraiser for the 

disadvantaged students who we all sponsor through The Smith Family charity.  Adelaide 

Pioneer VIEW Club supports 3 Primary School students in SA as do the other clubs. 

Anyone wanting to book tickets should contact Ella on 0438 708 215.  She can also give 

electronic payment details for the Club account if preferred. 



 



 



Updated  23/08/2025 

CLUB CALENDAR 

August 2025 

  

  

September 2025 

 
 K Cross, Helen Van De Jeug 

   

 
 

  

 

 

Shed 6:30 J Caddy, B Higgins 
Site 7:30 J Sheehan 

11:30-1:30 D Johnston 
12:00 B Wall, C Gascoine, B Cooper 

  TBA 

 
 

Speaker: Matt Kennedy from Clearspace 
“Estate Clearance  and Home Downsizing” 

Crew:  

 
 

  

 

 

Shed 6:30 I Metcalfe, B Cooper 
Site 7:30 I Vayne, D Wilson 

11:30 H Cain, D Munro 

October 2025 

   

 
 

  

 

 

Shed 6:30 J Caddy, D Harrison 
Site 7:30 J Sheehan, R Perry 

11:30-1:30 M Hanna 
12:00 D Munro, C Ritchie, B Wall 

  TBA 

 

Wellness Hub 
Speaker:

 
Crew:  

 
 

  

 
 

Shed 6:30 J Rockliff, B Higgins 
Site 7:30 I Vayne 

11:30 A Kuusk, C Ritchie 

 
 

  

November 2025 Should you need to change your roster duties, please remember that it is your  
responsibility to organize a swap or find a replacement 



Husband tells wife that when his time comes, he wants to be buried with all his money. 

Time finally came and, at the funeral, the husband’s sister asks :  
“Well, Donna, did you comply with your dear husband’s wishes?” 

Donna replied,  
“I certainly did.  I wrote a cheque for his entire net worth and put it in the casket” 

Went in for my annual physical and the doctor noticed I looked a little worried. He 
asked, “Is something bothering you?” 

I said, “Honestly, yes.  I’m getting so forgetful… I lose the car, forget if I replied to 
messages, can't remember where I’m going - or why I went there in the first place.  
Doc, I need help.  What can I do?” 

He paused, looked at me kindly, and said…“Could you pay me in advance.” 

A man says to the doctor: 
“Doctor, every time I drink coffee 
I get this sudden sharp pain in my 
left eye.” 

The doctor suggests:  
“Next time, sir, take out the 
spoon.” 

HOW PROPHETIC 

Sir George Bernard Shaw 

“Ah, profanity. The last bastion of the truly ignorant.” 

And Sir Winston Churchill 

“Tact is the ability to tell someone to go to hell in such a way that they 
look forward to it.” 

“Everyone is in favour of free speech. Hardly a day passes without its 
being extolled, but some people’s idea of it is that they are free to say 
what they like, but if anyone else says anything back, that is an outrage.” 

“A lie gets halfway around the world before the truth has a chance to get 
its pants on.” 

“We contend that for a nation to tax itself into prosperity is like a man 
standing in a bucket and trying to lift himself by the handles.” 



Object of Rotary : 
 The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of 
service as a basis of worthy enterprise and in particular to 
encourage and foster:  
First : The development of acquaintance as an opportunity 
for service 
Second : High ethical standards in business and 
professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 
occupations and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation 
as an opportunity to serve society 
Third :The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, & community life . 
Fourth : The advancement of international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business & 
professional persons united in the ideal of service. 

The Invocation :  
For good food, good fellowship  
and the opportunity to serve the 

community through Rotary … 
we give thanks. 

The Four Way Test -  
(of the things we think, say or do) 

 

Is it the TRUTH? 
 

Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
 

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

Local Meetings for Makeups 
Mondays                                      
6:30pm. Campbelltown RC  - San Giorgio La Molinara Centre Inc,11 Henry Street, Payneham  (Garth 0499 164 552) 

Tuesdays               
7:00am. Magill Sunrise RC  - Hectorville Sporting Club - Fisher St              (Lindsay 0415 453 101)              
6:15pm. St. Peters RC   - Kensington Hotel - 23 Regent St, Kensington.                          (Pam 0407 184 680) 
6:15pm. Kent Town RC  - The Lord Melbourne Hotel, Melbourne St .                    (Ellen 0414 964 523) 
6:30pm. Unley RC   - Damien on Fisher Restaurant,123 Fisher St, Fullarton.                  (Sheila 8390 1028) 

Wednesdays 
   7:15am. Eastwood RC   - Royal Coach Inn 24 Dequetteville Terrace, Kent Town.      (Mark 0400 560 251) 

6:30pm  Burnside RC  - Kensington Hotel, 23 Regent Street, Kensington.                           (John 0417 804 901) 
6:15pm. Hyde Park RC  - Hyde Park Tavern - Park St/King Wm. Rd., Hyde Park         (Ian 0409 699 043) 
6:30pm. Mitcham RC   - Edinburgh Hotel - High St., Mitcham.              (Andrew 0418 788 401) 
6:30pm. Norwood RC   - (Odd weeks) Kensington Hotel - 23 Regent St, Kensington.      (Euan 0401 124 387) 
6:30pm. Morialta RC   - Tower Hotel  Magill Road, Magill                          (Peter 0419 804 775)) 

Thursdays & Fridays  -  No Meetings  - For more SA Clubs: <www.sarotary.org.au>  

ROTARY CLUB OF BURNSIDE   
Rotary Emergency Medical Information Booklets 

 
  
 

Fresh stocks of Emergency Medical Information Books (EMIB) are now available 
Contact : Dr. Marshal Hanna  (0419 817 971) 

 RAWCS CENTRAL REGION Rotary Districts 9510 
<https://rawcs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/RAWCS-Rover-Feb-25.pdf> 

To unsubscribe from this Newsletter, send ‘Unsubscribe’ to the editor <rcburnside@gmail.com> 

WELCOME TO THE ROTARY CLUB OF BURNSIDE 

Can We Help You With a Project or Idea to help others? 

   Our Rotary Club of BURNSIDE is located in the eastern foothills of Adelaide, South Australia. 
 Pictured is the River Torrens looking towards the Festival Centre & City of Adelaide.  
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