
Rotary Club of BURNSIDE 
MEMBERS AWAY            From                   To 

David Dewar LOA  

John Rockliff 9th February 13th February 

Des Munro 12th February 16th February 

Craig Ritchie 16th February 9th March 

Ian Metcalfe 20th February 25th February 

Brian Higgins 17th March 22nd March 

John Caddy 18th March 21st March 

John Rockliff 18 22 

Des Munro 14th April 10 May 

Craig Ritchie 4th May 17th June 

Brian Higgins 14th June 31st July 

Ian Metcalfe 26th June 30th August 

Wed 28th Jan: Andrew De Garis 
End Polio Now 

Wed 4th Feb: Board Meeting 

Wed 11th Feb: John Sheehan & Kevin 
Prostate Cancer Support 

Thu 12th Feb: Bunnings BBQ 

Wed 18th Feb: Baptist Care Tumbelin Farm 
Macclesfield 11:00am plus lunch 

Thu 19th Feb: Wellness Hub 

President’s Bulletin Report 

Acting Editor: Chris Gascoine <chris@gascoine.au> (M:0405 351 319) 

Letters, News, Photos, articles, brochures, flyers, etc.  are welcomed.      

Meeting 2532 on Wed 28 January 2026 
Website <https://burnsiderotary.club/>  
Email :  <rcburnside@gmail.com> 

26th January 2026 

Greetings fellow Rotarians and friends, 

I trust everyone enjoyed their Australia Day celebrations amid the 45°C heat (while it was 49.5°C in 

Ceduna).  Like many on the day, Nicky and I were in a temperature-controlled room, with the A/C 

and fans doing overtime.  However you celebrated — whether with an ice-cold beer, a fine wine, or a 

cool iced tea — it remains a day for acknowledging that each of us holds a story of our own that goes 

beyond just ourselves.  Varied as those stories may be, I hold that it is what we share in common that 

allows us to overcome both the trials of the past and those still ahead of us. 

There have been triumphs, yes — but also tragedies.  Yet if we 

hold ourselves true, not only as Rotarians, but as true-blue 

Australians, we can find ways to bridge divides and seek the 

fellowship that has so well defined the Australian story.  A story 

that continues so long as we remember it.  A dream.  A nation.  A 

people. 

As you may recall from our last club meeting, the Rotary Club of 

Morialta was planning to host a Duck Race on Australia Day.  

However, due to the extreme heat, the event has been 

rescheduled to this Sunday, 1 February 2026. 

Our next club meeting is on Wednesday, 28/01/2026, at 6:00 pm 

for 6:30 pm, at ‘The Kensi’.  On the evening, we will welcome 

District End Polio Coordinator, Andrew De Garis, who will speak 

on ‘End Polio Now’. 

Wishing you all well, and I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Dr. Andrew Bradley MIEAust 
CPEng NER APEC Engineer IntPE(Aus)
President 

mailto:chris@gascoine.au
https://burnsiderotary.club
mailto:rcburnside@gmail.com


 



 



 



 



 



Updated  25/01/2026 

CLUB CALENDAR 

January 2026 

  

  

February 2026 

   

  

  

  Shed 6:30 J Caddy, R Perry 
Site 7:30 J Sheehan 

11:30-1:30 D Johnston 
12:00 D Munro, B Cooper, C Gascoine 

  11:00am Baptist Care Tumbelin Farm, Macclesfield, plus lunch 

 Wellness Hub Speaker:
 — simplified age care solutions

 
Volunteers:  

  

  

  Shed 6:30 J Rockliff, K Lowman 
Site 7:30 I Vayne 

11:30 A Bradley, B Wall, A Kuusk 

 

   

  

  

  Shed 6:30 J Caddy, R Perry 
Site 7:30 J Sheehan 

11:30-1:30 B Cooper 
12:00 M Maloney, D Munro, H Cain 

  TBA 

 Wellness Hub Speaker:

 
Volunteers:  

  

  

Sat 28th Mar  Shed 6:30 J Rockliff, D Munro 
Site 7:30 I Vayne 

11:30 S Girke, B Wall, D Wilson 

April 2026 

Sun 5th Apr  HAPPY EASTER 



  

  

  

  

Should you be unavailable or need to change your roster duties, please remember  
that it is your responsibility to organize a swap or find a replacement 

AUSTRALIA AND AUSTRALIANS 
(The following has been written by the late 
Douglas Adams of "Hitchhiker's Guide to the 
Galaxy" fame.) 

"Australia is a very confusing place, taking up a large amount of the 
bottom half of the planet.  It is recognisable from orbit because of 
many unusual features, including what at first looks like an enormous 
bite taken out of its southern edge; a wall of sheer cliffs which plunge 
into the girting sea. 

Geologists assure us that this is simply an accident of geomorphology, 
but they still call it the "Great Australian Bight", proving that, not only 
are they covering up a more frightening theory, but they can't spell 
either. 

The first of the confusing things about Australia is the status of the 
place.  Where other landmasses and sovereign lands are classified as 
continent, island or country, Australia is considered all three.  
Typically, it is unique in this. 

The second confusing thing about Australia is the animals.  They can 
be divided into three categories: Poisonous, Odd, and Sheep. 

It is true that, of the 10 most poisonous arachnids on the planet, 
Australia has 9 of them.  Actually, it would be more accurate to say 
that, of the 9 most poisonous arachnids, Australia has all of them.  Any 
visitors should be careful to check inside boots (before putting them 
on), under toilet seats (before sitting down) and generally everywhere 
else.  A stick is very useful for this task. 

The last confusing thing about Australia is the inhabitants.  A short 
history: Sometime around 40,000 years ago, some people arrived in 
boats from the north.  They ate all the available food, and a lot of them 
died. 

The ones who survived learned respect for the balance of nature, man's 
proper place in the scheme of things, and spiders.  They settled in and 
spent a lot of the intervening time making up strange stories.  They also 
discovered a stick that kept coming back. 

Then, around 200 years ago, Europeans arrived in boats from the north.  
More accurately, European convicts were sent, with a few deranged 
people in charge.  They tried to plant their crops in autumn (failing to 
take account of the reversal of the seasons), ate all their food, and a lot 
of them died. 

About then the sheep arrived, and have been treasured ever since.  It is 
interesting to note here that the Europeans always consider themselves 
vastly superior to any other race they encounter, since they can lie, 
cheat, steal and litigate (marks of a civilised culture they say), whereas 
all the Aboriginals can do is happily survive being left in the middle of 
a vast red-hot desert —equipped with a stick. 

Eventually, the new lot of people stopped being Europeans on 
'extended holiday' and became Australians.  The changes are subtle, 
but deep, caused by the mind-stretching expanses of nothingness and 
eerie quiet, where a person can sit perfectly still and look deep inside 
themselves to the core of their essence, their reasons for being, and the 
necessity of checking inside their boots every morning for fatal 
surprises.  They also picked up the most finely tuned sense of irony in 
the world, & the Aboriginal gift for making up stories. Be warned. 



There is also the matter of the beaches.  Australian beaches are simply the 
nicest and best in the world, although anyone actually venturing into the 
sea will have to contend with sharks, stinging jellyfish, stonefish (a fish 
which sits on the bottom of the sea, pretends to be a rock and has 
venomous barbs sticking out of its back that will kill just from the pain) 
and surfboarders.  However, watching a beach sunset is worth the risk. 

As a result of all this hardship, dirt, thirst and wombats, you would expect 
Australians to be a sour lot.  Instead, they are genial, jolly, cheerful and 
always willing to share a kind word with a stranger.  Faced with 
insurmountable odds and impossible problems, they smile disarmingly and 
look for a stick.  Major engineering feats have been performed with sheets 
of corrugated iron, string and mud. 

Alone of all the races on earth, they seem to be free from the 'Grass is 
greener on the other side of the fence' syndrome, and roundly proclaim that 
Australia is, in fact, the other side of that fence.  They call the land "Oz" or 
"Godzone" (a verbal contraction of "God's Own Country").  The irritating 
thing about this is… they may be right. 

TIPS TO SURVIVING AUSTRALIA 

Don't ever put your hand down a hole for any reason — WHATSOEVER. 

The beer is stronger than you think, regardless of how strong you think it 
is. 

Always carry a stick. 

Air-conditioning is imperative. 

Do not attempt to use Australian slang unless you are a trained linguist and 
extremely good in a fist fight. 

Wear thick socks. 

Take good maps.  Stopping to ask directions only works when there are 
people nearby. 

If you leave the urban areas, carry several litres of water with you at all 
times, or you will die.  And don't forget a stick. 

Even in the most embellished stories told by Australians, there is always a 
core of truth that it is unwise to ignore. 

HOW TO IDENTIFY AUSTRALIANS 

They pronounce Melbourne as "Mel-bin". 

They think it makes perfect sense to decorate highways with large 
fibreglass bananas, prawns and sheep. 

They think "Woolloomooloo" is a perfectly reasonable name for a place, 
that "Wagga Wagga" can be abbreviated to "Wagga", but "Woy Woy" can't 
be called "Woy". 

Their hamburgers will contain beetroot.  Apparently it's a must-have.  How 
else do you get a stain on your shirt? 

They don't think it's summer until the steering wheel is too hot to handle. 

They believe that all train timetables are works of fiction. 

And they all carry a stick. 



Object of Rotary : 
The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a 
basis of worthy enterprise and in particular to encourage and foster:  
First : The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service 
Second : High ethical standards in business and professions, the 
recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations and the dignifying 
of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society 
Third :The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, 
business, & community life . 
Fourth : The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and 
peace through a world fellowship of business & professional persons 
united in the ideal of service. 

The Invocation :  
For good food, good fellowship 
and the opportunity to serve the 

community through Rotary … 
we give thanks. 

The Four Way Test -  
(of the things we think, say or do) 

Is it the TRUTH? 
Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

ROTARY CLUB OF BURNSIDE   
Rotary Emergency Medical Information Booklets 

 
  
 

Community Group 3 Club Meetings 
Monday 
Campbelltown 0407 724 699 18:30 San Giorgio Club, Henry St, Payneham 
Coromandel Valley 0431 012 142 18:30 1

st
 & 3

rd
 St John’s Anglican Parish Hall, Main Rd 

Tuesday 
Magill Sunrise 0415 453 101 07:00 1

st
 & 2

nd
 Hectorville Sporting Club, Fisher St, Magill 

 NEW!!! 18:30 3
rd

 Tower Hotel, Magill Rd, Magill 
St. Peters 0493 281 503 18:00 Kensington Hotel, Regent St, Kensington 
Unley 0431 618 359 18:00 Living Choice, Fisher St, Fullarton 
Edwardstown 0437 760 420 18:15 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Maid of Aukland Hotel, South Rd, Edwardstown 

Blackwood 0477 788 660 18:30 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Blackwood RSL, Brighton Pde, Blackwood 

Wednesday 
Eastwood 0416 367 289 07:00 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Royal Coach Inn, Dequetteville Tce, Kent Town 

Hyde Park 0417 855 182 18:15 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Goodwood Park Hotel, Goodwood Rd, Goodwood 

Burnside 0417 804 901 18:30 2nd, 4th & 5th Kensington Hotel, Regent St, Kensington 
Flagstaff Hill 0412 330 803 18:30 2

nd
 & 4

th
 Flagstaff Community Centre 

Morialta 0497 159 737 18:30 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Tower Hotel, Magill Road, Magill 

Norwood 0412 305 660 18:30 1
st
 & 3

rd
 The Republic, Magill Rd, Norwood 

Mitcham 0437 112 907 18:45 Edinburgh Hotel, High St, Mitcham 

Thursday & Friday  -  No Meetings  -  For more SA Clubs: <www.sarotary.org.au>  

Fresh stocks of Emergency Medical Information Books (EMIB) are now available 
Contact : Dr. Marshal Hanna  (0419 817 971) 

 RAWCS CENTRAL REGION Rotary Districts 9510 
<https://rawcs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/RAWCS-Rover-Feb-25.pdf> 

To unsubscribe from this Newsletter, send ‘Unsubscribe’ to the editor <rcburnside@gmail.com> 

WELCOME TO THE ROTARY CLUB OF BURNSIDE 

Can We Help You With a Project or Idea to help others? 

Our Rotary Club of BURNSIDE is located in the eastern foothills of Adelaide, South Australia 

Pictured is the River Torrens looking towards the Festival Centre & City of Adelaide 
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