Kangaroo Island Little Penguin nest box: gabled roof retro-fit

March 2026

This project was undertaken by the Rotary Club of Burnside (RCB) in conjunction with
the Kangaroo Island Landscape Board (KILB) to relocate and retro-fit gabled rooves to
25# Little Penguin Nest boxes from Kingscote (where colony declined by 90%) to Emu
Bay. Emu Bay is the only location on Kangaroo Island where the colony of these
threatened birds is growing.

Artificial burrows can be part of a suite of actions to improve little penguin habitat. Now,
more than ever, itis important to ensure that any installed burrows are designed to
avoid extreme temperatures in the hotter months of the breeding season to reduce the
chance of heat stress for eggs, chicks and adults.

Long term, the burrows will benefit most from the addition of native vegetation which
will grow over the burrows. The KILB planted seedlings in the winter of 2025, while these
plants mature, the new roofs will help keep the boxes both dry and cool.

Rotarians from the club designed the roof structure, sourced materials and gathered
socially to cut, pre-drill and paint the timber prior to it being transported, flat-packed, to
Kl by a KILB Project Officer Alex C.
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On the 18™and 19" March this year three Rotarians John Caddy, John Rockliff, Brian
Higgins, with Steph Rockliff, two KILB oficers Alex C and Deb L, supervised 25 students
from from local schools in Kingscote to repair & clean the existing nest boxes, assembly
of the new rooves and fonally relocating them to their new location.



KILB Environmental Education Co-ordinator Deb L engaged with and arranged an
excursion to the site for the Outdoor Education students at KI Community Education.
Prior to working on the nesting boxes, students undertook a survey of birds in the area
and were then briefed on the importance of conservation and protection of these birds
as well as the assembly and retro-fitting of the rooves. This work was undertaken before
the forth-coming little penguin breeding season .

Cleaning the boxes
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Affixing the reflective insulation foil



Fixing the new roof panels to the lid supports



Carrying the box and new roof to site



Several boxes installed



