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Rotary awards recognise staff and volunteers
Wednesday, 20 May 2026
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Leadership in Conservation finalists Sam Morley, Bradley Clarke-Wood (winner) and Dearnne
Rich

NPWS staff and volunteers were recognised recently at the annual Volunteer of the
Parks and Leadership in Conservation Awards hosted by the Rotary Club of Burnside.

Around 60 people attended the event in late April, including the Executive Director of
National Parks and Public Lands Mike Williams.

Formerly known as Ranger of the Year, the Leadership in Conservation Award has
recognised contributions to conservation since 1983, with the Volunteer of the Parks
Award introduced in 1988.

Congratulations to our award winners:

e Leadership in Conservation: Conservation Ecologist Bradley Clarke-Wood from
the Limestone Coast Region.

¢ Volunteer of the Parks: Friends of Butcher Gap President Vicki Natt.

Bradley was recognised for going above and beyond expectations through community
outreach, securing funding, and providing trusted ecological expertise and advice
within and outside DEW.

He was also acknowledged for strengthening First Nations connections, volunteering as
President of the Friends of Bool and Hacks Lagoons and rolling up his sleeves to help
get the job done.
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Conservation Ecologist Bradley Clarke-Wood and President of Friends of Butcher Gap Vicki Natt
receiving their awards with Executive Director of National Parks and Public Lands Mike Williams

Meanwhile, Vicki is well known across the Limestone Coast and was honoured for more
than 40 years of service to environmental conservation.

Many local staff will know Vicki through her involvement in Malleefowl and shorebird
surveys, park maintenance and weed control, or may have received plants she grew and
shared through the Friends nursery.

Congratulations also go to our other finalists:
Leadership in Conservation

e Venus Bay Conservation Park and Gawler Ranges National Park Senior
Ranger Sam Morley

e NPWS Senior Project Manager Dearnne Rich.
Volunteer of the Parks
¢ Friends of Anstey Hill Recreation Park volunteer John Duncan
e Friends of Black Hill and Morialta Secretary and Acting President John Fleming
¢ Cleland Wildlife Park Volunteer Sharon Graveney
¢ Campground Hosts Kym L and Kym A Loechel

¢ NPWS Volunteer Ranger Miranda Trewren.
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Volunteer of the Parks finalists, including winner Vicki Natt on the right
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